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forced to restrain him, and gently to divert his
thoughts to some less violent and less destructive
methods; not being willing, and sometimes indeed
not being able, to act so much the Devil as these
new hell-fire agents would have him act it.

The correspondence being thus settled between
the Devil and the magician, and the treaties between
them signed, ratified, and exchanged in form, the
instrument (man) is immediately furnished bv the
employer (Satan) with all necessary qualifications
for his business, and is completely qualified for an
infernal mountebank; and so he falls to his juggling-
box and to showing his tricks, his paw-wawing and
conjuring, and in a word, exercising his new ac-
quirements and hellish talents upon mankind; and
this we call, and that with a great propriety of
speech, the black art.

The brief definition of what we call the black art,
that is to say, as I would have it be understood in
the rest of my discourse, is, that it is a new general
term for all the branches of that correspondence
which mankind has maintained, or does, or can
carry on, between himself and the Devil, between
this and the infernal world ; comprising all the eight
particulars which I mentioned before, as they are
taken from the prohibition of them, and the decla-
ration against them, in the law of Moses, viz.,

Divining, the same as southsaying.

Observing of times.

Using enchantment.

Witchcraft.

Charming, or setting of spells.

Dealing with familiar spirits.

Wizardising, or sorcery, thought to be the same
as witchcraft, but mistaken.

Necromancing.

The practice of these, or of any of them, or of all of
them, is what we are to understand by this general